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Internal Control Objective (Page 4 — addendum)

Objective O

The Council notes the Internal Auditor's comment that it does not meet the
requirements stated in the 2025/26 Practitioners' Guide with respect to (a) using a
council-owned email domain and (b) having adopted an IT Policy. It also notes
the recommendation that the Council undertake an audit to substantiate the fact
that it does not hold any personal data.

The Council's position is that SAPPP, the body that publishes the Practitioners'
Guide, only has statutory authority to put in place new Proper Practices in relation
to accounting matters. The requirements with regard to email and IT policy are
not accounting matters and, therefore, SAPPP is acting ultra vires by attempting to
make these mandatory Proper Practices in the new AGAR Assertion 10. The
authority has met its responsibility to consider these requirements as Best Practices
by discussing them at its meeting in November 2025 (Minute 44/25-26) and has
decided not to adopt them.

The Council has not conducted a data audit since, as a matter of policy, it refuses
to hold personal data. The Council's position is that such an audit is, therefore, not
required. However, it will undertake a review to ensure that the policy is being
followed.

Since the Internal Auditor accepts that, in all other respects, the authority has met
the requirements of Assertion 10, the Council's position is that the Assertion has
been met.
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